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 Men throughout  time have created gods that have no p ower and then place
            their live s in their hands.

   A. The ido ls of the Bible  were powerless. 
1. That is what these men wanted.  Why? Because they co uld live as they w ished!
2. The co nsequences of these desires caused men to bec ome unab le to reason.  
    There was much bitter fruit t o eat. 

   B. It is possible to take the name of the true Go d and make H im into ano ther god. 
     

1. This approac h yields the  same result as idolatry. 
2. What is your Go d like?

“Faith reposes on  the charac ter of God, a nd if we belie ve that Go d is perfect, we must
conclude that his ways are perfect also.” - A. W. Tozer 
   C. When  we begin to know and  trust  the true God we can not imagine the power t hat He 
       would bring into our lives. 

1. The key is not God but our faith. God  will always be fait hful. 
2. Notice t he theme in the verses we will study today. God is described as faithful, 
    able and just. Why? So  that we mi ght believe, obey and be blessed.
3. When we see like this we will g ive emphas is to buil ding our faith. What d oes 
    out God tell us He is able t o do?

   A. The Jews thought t hey had Go d in a fix. 
1. If they were Children of Abraham then how could God destroy t hem?
2. This prou d attitude caused them to  see God’s goodness and t hen think that they 
    deserved it! 

   B. God  will not help the proud! 
“God will inev itably appear  to disappoin t the man who is attempting to use him as a 
convenience, a pro p, or a comfort for his own pla ns. God has never been known t o 
disappoint the man who  is sincerely wantin g to coo perate with his own pur poses.” 
- J. B. Phil lips 

1. We need  to be careful not to let our experience as “members o f the church” 
    cause us to be blind to our sins and make us  think tha t God serves us.
2. How can men be leaders an d then justify obvious wrong s? 
3. Do you  see how much you need God? Do not fight Him!

   A. We need to see the rea l danger we face from Satan. 
1. The p ower of Satan is found in  temptatio n that leads to sin. 
2. The overconfident t hink they have no need. Here is where Satan will a lways 
    have his way. How do you think?

   B. God  will provide for those who humbly seek help. 
1. God’s very nature in emphasized in this promise. 
2. If we do not kn ow the  struggle and t hreat of sin then we may not be  trying at all.
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Introduc tion:

I. To acc omplish His will without the proud

II. To del iver us from temptation that overwhelm s

(Psa 135:15-18)

(Rom 1:20-21,28)

   (2 Cor 11:4)
(2 Tim 3:4-5)

(Eph 3:20-21)
(Mt 21:21-22)

(Mt 3:8-9)

(Rom 2:4-5)
(1 Pt 5:5-6)

(Jn 18:2 8)

(Lk 22:31)
(Mt 6:13)

(Heb 2:17-18)
(1 Cor 10:12-13)
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   A. We all sh ould know the pain of shame and the joy of for giveness. 
1. We face a real danger in becomin g hardened  to sin and thus becoming blind.
2. We also face a danger in being o verwhelmed by gu ilt. 

   B. God  is faithful to forgi ve us!
1. We are ba ptized in to Christ with faith in His operation.
2. We repen t and confess our sins for forgiveness of a God who is faithful. 
    
3. Have you ever doubte d the forgi veness of a man? (Ex. Joseph’s bro thers)
4. We need  the assurance t hat God gives us in H is word. HE is able!

   A. How many of us realize how fra gile we are?
1. Jesus wants us to kn ow about the power an d ability of our God.  
2. We shou ld neither  arrogantly procee d as if nothin g bad will ha ppen nor be so 
    worrisome that we fail to see God’s care. 

   B. The ultimate care that Go d has for us is our spiritual  welfare. 
1. We need  to know t hat the battle will be wo n if we hold on to God’s provis ions.
    
2. We must let His word work in our hearts if we are to find these blessings. 
    
3. Do you  have a confidence in the  daily care of God?

   A. Do you remember what it was like when you fir st became a Christian?
1. You a nd others may ha ve thought t hat you might not  make it !
2. Please remember this warning to those who see as men do. 
3. Hopeful ly we will be o ne of the  tools God  uses to help others. 

   B. God  works through His word to pr ovide powerful blessin gs! 
1. We each sh ould go through a process from bein g weak and vulnerable to being 
    strong and knowledgeable. 
2. How does this happe n? It happens day by day.

   C. The test of this growth will be seen in actio n. 
1. Please n otice the knowle dge of the grace o f God that  motivates.
2. The o ne who  has grown will not  have to be begged to do  God’s work.

   A. We are blessed when we see t he temporary na ture of this life and trust in Go d.
1. Jesus showed us the  only way to have somethin g that will last. 
2. Paul had no regrets for the sacrifices made for Christ. 

   B. We u ltimately are lo oking to be raised form the dea d to be with Christ.
1. What is o ur God a ble to do? 
2. We cann ot know how to live until we know how t o die.

What is your God a ble to do? 
   A. We show our faith by a diligent application  of His word. 
   B. There is a great peace and purpose when we serve a li ving God by fa ith! 

III. To fo rgive us  when we re pent and turn to Him

IV. To p rovide and care for us each day

V. To incre ase our faith and make us stronger

VI. To b ring us to an e ternal place wi th Him

Conclus ion: 

(Psa 51:7-12)

 (Col 2:11-13)

(1 Jn 1:7-9)

(Mt 10:29-31)

(Mt 6:33-34)
(Jude 24-25)

(Jn 10:29-23)

(Jn 8:31-32)

(Rom 14:4)
(Rom 15:1)

(Acts 20:32)

(Rom 16:25-27)

(2 Cor 9:8)

(Mt 6:19-21)
(2 Tim 1:1 2)

(Phil 3:21)

(Jude 20-21)
(Phil 4: 6-7)
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